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CHEO BBQ presented by Bell celebrates 20 years on June 9 

 

OTTAWA - On Saturday, June 9 over 1,500 people will gather at Ottawa’s east-end Shefford Park for the 

20th annual CHEO BBQ presented by Bell. Ottawa-Gatineau’s only volleyball and ultimate Frisbee event, 

the CHEO BBQ presented by Bell will see athletes and families play, pledge and win with the hopes of 

this year raising $60,000 for the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO).  

 

This year’s BBQ will once again feature an ultimate Frisbee and beach volleyball tournament, plus a new 

5km family walk around the streets surrounding the park presented by RBC.  Other event festivities 

include the Wireless Amber Alerts Family Zone, and of course the infamous Bytown Catering barbecue 

pit, including chicken, sausages, veggie kabobs, hamburgers, hot-dogs and a steak dinner! 

 

CHEO BBQ presented by Bell is also thrilled to have Ottawa’s CTV Morning Live host, Lianne Laing as 

honourary chair for the 20th anniversary BBQ. “It’s one thing as a parent to deal with sniffles, fevers and 

band-aids, but life changes drastically when your child is seriously sick or in need of medical treatment. 

CHEO represents different things to different families.  I am grateful that CHEO is here in Ottawa and I 

am sincerely touched that I was asked to come on board as honourary chair of the CHEO BBQ presented 

by Bell, an event that brings fundraising and fun to another level”. 

 

In 1993, the CHEO BBQ began as a 15 person backyard gathering organized by Mike Machargo and co-

founder Johnny Hunt with a fishbowl was passed around to collect donations for the hospital during the 

CHEO Telethon. Since then, the CHEO BBQ presented by Bell has grown bigger every year with over 

1,000 participants, 40 sponsors and 200 volunteers, and a grand total of $365,000 raised for CHEO over 

20 years.  

 

For information on the CHEO BBQ including how to register, volunteer or make a donation, please visit 

the CHEO BBQ website www.cheobbq.com.  

 

For media inquiries, please contact: 

Mike Machargo, mike@cheobbq.com 


